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Here is how to organize the basic sections of your research paper:

Title Page:  This presents the title of the research paper, your name, the name of your institution, the course number, the title of the course, your instructor’s name and the date of the submission of the paper. The Title Page is always page 1.

Abstract:  This presents a summary or synopsis of your paper.

Table of Contents:  A table of contents maybe used for lengthy papers. The table of contents will help the reader understand the organization of your paper. Some instructors do not require this section.

The Body:  This is the content of your paper. This includes the introduction, the presentation of your research paper or topic and the citations or articles that support your research paper. The body of the paper also contains In-text citations. An In-text citation is a brief note that indicates that you are using ideas or information that was written by an author, or any information that you took from any sources like books, websites or periodicals.

The Reference List:  This is the list of sources that you used to write your paper. Each In-text citations in your paper must have a corresponding reference in this section. The reference list enables the reader to find information you used. It is presented in alphabetical order; the last name of the author or authors of the documents is used to alphabetize the list.
